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de. 16th Lithuanian Red Banner "Kaipeda" Rifle Division. 


Losation: Entire Division in Vilne, Lithuanian 3.5.2. 
Subordinate to: Baltde Militery Distriet, Hq in Riga 
Personalities: CO: Col. Mateyko (Formerly CO of the 167th 
Rifle Regt.) 


Chief of Staff: Col, Ralikonis 


Deputy Commander for Political Affaire: 
Major General Matsiauskas 


Components: 1, 156th Rifle Regimont 
3 CO: Col. Luna 
ocument No. 
7} DECLASSIV:=5 CO: Col. Medvedyev 
a ceD TO: FS & (y) 
tage. “Coan? Chief of Staff: Major Sukhochov 


DDA Memo, 4 Apr 77. 
wths _DDA REG. 77 Political Deputy: Col. Michuda 


Pee 1A! 
4. ft 02 
ROR Shor 420 Bys 07) 3. 2h9th Rifle Regiment 


Ay Aptillery Regiment 


Strength: After the last demobilization, which comprised the 
1915 - 1921 classes, the division was left with 
approximately 3,500 ¢fficers and enlisted men, 

1.@., ab guacter strength. Replacements from the 
1925, 1926, and 1927 classes were, however, beginning 
to arrive in dune. 
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History: The 16th Litimanian Division, which is composed 
ys almost, exclusively of Lithuanians, was formed in. 
1942 neur walakhna (on the Volga, 25km NW of Gork4) 
ag a result of the polley of organizing certain 
units on the basis of nationality. It was first 
committed on the Central Front, near Orel, and 
thereafter wes congtantly in action until the and 
of the war, ‘The division was awarded the Urder 
of the Red Kanner, and for its participation In the 
- gapture of Klaipeda (emel) wie viven the risht 
to add the name of that city to its title, 


Zo Replacement Regiments To assure a suly of replacemints Lor the divie 
sion, ths 50th ieserve Rifle Regiment wis ecti~ 

vated near ‘ilna shortly after the Red aray 
entered Lithuania. Later, as had keen dons in 
other taltie republica, tha formation of a Lithue’ 
anjan ifle Corps was planned, using the 16th 
Tivision and the 50th lieserve teriment as a 
nucleus. The qualit: and morale of the replace= 
nents (who were sonseripted from the local Lithu = 
enjan populetion) was so poor, however, that the 
plan was abandontd. The 50th Reserve lifle Regt. 
wag then deactivated and ita personnel transferred 
to the Trum-laikel Lilitary District. Tha léth 
Division, thus, reneine the oaly exclusively Litin~ | 
anjien division in the Soviot army. 


3. Miscellaneous: (4) In addition to the 16th Division, the following 
ormanigations are also in Vilna; 


Vilna Infantry School 

Vilna [VD School 

Unidentifilad 46 Rept. 

Unidentified Division of the 
EVD. Intacnsl Troops. 


(2) A recently arrived Vo Division is encesed in 
Liehting partisans in the forests of the 
Rapsiaiad arse, 90 km Mi of Kaunas. 
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